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Maj Gen P.S. Paul, IG Trg Centre,
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Our esteemed guests from foreign countries,
Delegates from sister security and other organizations
and Officers of the NSG,

Members of the print and electronic media,

Ladies and gentlemen —

A very good morning to all of you!

We in the NSG are indeed privileged to have with us eminent
professionals, thought leaders, knowledge workers and representatives
who constitute a wide spectrum of expertise in the field of security. |
welcome you all to the NSG and hope that you stay in the scenic
environs of our garrison at Manesar and participation in this Seminar
are both enjoyable and productive. Looking at the participation levels
of speakers and delegates, | am sure you will have an intellectually
stimulating and a professionally satisfying experience over the next

three days.



Terrorism continues to be an all pervasive phenomenon, It
continues to force governments, all over the world, to plan and shape
their security strategies and focus their energies and resources on
countering threats to their respective National Security and Public
Safety. This imposes great strains on a country’s financial resources
which otherwise could well have been used for development projects.
Every effort must thus be made by all countries to defeat this menace
so that over a period of time they could use their resources for the

improvement of the standards of living and quality of life of their people.

Terrorism is not a new phenomenon. Narrow vested interests
have used warped religious interpretations and motivated political
ideologies to misinform civil society and pose as saviours of the poor
and deprived sections of society. There is need for people to see
through their deceit and false propaganda and for democratic societies

to ensure that their way of life is not subverted.

The phenomenon of terrorism took a decisive shape during
later half of the last century when certain states started using it as a
political/diplomatic tool. There are many incidents in the developed
world and the Middle East that can be cited to lend credence to this
theory. Incidents like 09/11 in 2001 at New York and 26/11 in 2008 at

Mumbai have become watershed events in the history of Terrorism.



Back home, in the last few decades, India’s security scenario has
undergone a sea change. Most internal security threats that the country
is facing today are either sponsored, guided, inspired or even supported
directly by external forces with links to sleeper cells within our country or
by home grown movements. We need to gear up to the face the
challenges that exist and those which can manifest themselves in the
future. We cannot wish away such threats nor overly depend on

external assistance in facing these challenges.

Among ‘visible’ targets, major metros like Mumbai and Delhi are
preferred targets of most terrorist organizations for the obvious reasons.
Over the past few years there have been a series of attacks including
explosions in local trains in July 2006 and unprecedented Mumbai
attacks of 26 November 2008 when two prominent hotels, a landmark
Railway Terminus and a Jewish Chabad House in Mumbai were
attacked and laid siege to. The recent high Court blast of 25 May 2011
in Delhi etc are examples of such activities that are aimed primarily at
disturbing the peace and demoralizing the people and security forces.
The car bomb incident that occurred in our capital city on 13/2/2012
when a diplomat’s vehicle was targeted apparently by a motorcyclist
bomber who attached a bomb to the vehicle is indicative of the

innovation that the terrorist adopts.
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In addition to the existing terrorist situation, the major challenges
that the Security Forces are facing are the ever changing terrorist tactics,
modernization in the technology used for terrorist acts and the
omnipresent nature of the threat. Changes in trends can lead to
changes in the risk posed by terrorism. For example, suicide terrorism
is four times as lethal as other forms of terrorism, thus the consequences
following the use of suicide attacks are more severe. It is important to
highlight that when considering consequences, emphasis needs to be
placed not just on the causalities or human loss of life that results from
terrorist attacks but the broader context of repercussions that impact
directly on political, social and economic equations in society. The cost
in terms of lives lost and property destroyed are amplified by the
recurring expenditure on re-building what is destroyed and in investment

in security systems.

In this environment of constant change and enhanced threat of
terrorism, the IED stands out as a unique and one-of-a-kind weapon,
which has turned the entire spectrum of conflict on its head. The
emergence of IED as the preferred tool of attack coupled with its reach
and range of use has changed the dynamics of war on terror rather
dramatically. The objective has shifted from elimination of a few
important personalities to inflicting indiscriminate violence on an entire

population.
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Ladies and gentlemen, it is in this backdrop that we must debate
the issues involved in our fight against terror. What we discuss today
will lead to, hopefully, effective solutions for tomorrow. | am confident
that the deliberations will open new possibilities, throw up new ideas for
further research and help develop new perspectives on some of the
issues involved. Let us remember that this is going to be a long-drawn
out asymmetric war to which our response must be relentless, focused
and intelligent. Our counter-attacks must be from various angles-from
direct counter attack, to the use of psychological warfare and
propaganda, use of advanced surveillance technologies and use of
modern detecting and defusing techniques. These endeavors must of

course be backed by hard intelligence and support of the general public.

| wish you all a most stimulating and engaging discussion over the

next three days.
Thank you!

Jai Hind!
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